Sorting Letters by Case and Font Style

Starting Information:
	Decide on two to four letters to study at a time. Make a collection of letter cards.

Step 1: Discuss the Letter E

Spread out your collection of letter cards in a random order. Hold up a card with the capital E and say something similar to: “Here is the capital letter E. It looks like a comb with three teeth.” Trace the letter as you say this. “Here is a lowercase e. It looks like a half circle with a curl. You might picture a sideways ear with a curl. I am going to start a column here with this letter and look for more E’s. I notice this E is bolder than the first E, but it is still looks like a comb with three teeth. It is another capital E. Can someone find another E and tell us about it?” Find several more and help the children decide if each is a capital or lowercase letter. Discuss any special visual features.

Step 2: Discuss the Letter F

Hold up a capital F, trace it, and say something similar to: “Here is a capital F. It also looks like a comb, but this letter only has two teeth. Here is a lowercase f. It has a curved line going down and a line going across it near the top. The lowercase letter f looks like a faucet if you can imagine a sink. I am going to start a column here with this letter and look for more F’s. I notice this F is skinnier than the first F, but it still looks like a comb with two teeth. It is another capital F. Can someone find another F and describe it for us?” Find several more and help the children decide if each is a capital or lowercase letter. Discuss any special visual features. 

Step 3: Sort

Sort all the letters into two columns. If there is time, do another sort. Make four columns for the second sort and sort the capitals separate from the lowercase letters. 

Step 4: Summarize

[bookmark: _GoBack]Say something similar to this as you point to examples: “Letters come in different sizes and styles. Some might be skinnier or bolder than others. Sometimes letters are fancy or have extra lines. Capital letters and lowercase letters can look different from each other. Today you have learned about letters E and F. You can do this sort by yourself in the alphabet center during playtime.”
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