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	Thinking about my upcoming student teaching experience, I look back at all the teaching experience I have gotten over the years being at Ball State University. Ball State has taught me how to become a teacher that puts the students first and one that knows the importance of a well-rounded lesson.  I have learned about the 40 external assets needed to be a teacher and have a successful classroom.  I have become aware with how to implement them in a classroom, which will help me become a better teacher.
	As I prepare for my student teaching experience, I think back to all the things I have learned and what I could do better.  I have many strengths that have developed and gotten better throughout the last few years.  One strength, which different professors and teachers have told me throughout my time at Ball State, is that I am very good with keep calm and working things out with students.  This is something that I am proud of myself with because when I was younger, I did not excel in certain subjects and I wish some of my teachers would have sat me down and talked through what was going on, instead of getting upset with me or telling me to redo the assignment.  I believe every student is capable of learning and it is the teacher’s responsibility to create a learning environment to make this happen.  Personally, I think this is something I have learned to do very well throughout my classes. Another strength I have is being able to keep control and discipline in a classroom.  I do not like to be negative with students; however there is times were it is needed.  I believe that being positive with students when they do something well or something kind will create a better image in their minds.  Being negative with students will only create bigger behavioral problems.  I believe I do a good job at being firm and having control but also not being negative towards a student. An example of this would be in my EDEL 350 practicum. There was a day that there was a substitute in the class, the first thing any of the students said to me when I walked in was thank goodness you are here.  I later found out this substitute had been raising her voice and being very negative with the students.  I experienced this first hand when I was working with a student, M, on his whiteboard.  I told him “this would go a lot easier if you would clean your desk off so we can work put the whiteboard on your desk to work.”  M started to put his whiteboard down to clean off his desk, when the substitute yelled, “you need to listen to Miss Martin!  Do I need to dump your desk?”  M looked at me with such a scared look on his face.  I believe me asking him to clean his desk off the way I did, was a better way of handling the situation. 
	Being a teacher, I know that learning is never over and there is always room to improve yourself.  Although, one of my strengths is my patience with my students, I believe I struggle with my patience with parents and guardians.  I need to become more aware of what the parent is saying to me and keep calm when the are getting upset with something going on in the classroom.  I have had countless teachers tell me, “The worst part of teaching is the parents,” and this is something I need to work on.  Another skill I need to work on is organization.  I am the worst when it comes to being organized and knowing where everything is.  I believe one way for me to work on my organization is to make everything color coordinated.  This will help me know what lesson is for what day, which assignment goes in which folder, and any other things that teachers must know on a daily bases.  I think being color coordinated will help me become more organized.
	Throughout my experience in EDEL 350, I have learned a lot to better prepare me for my student teaching.  I have learned the importance of being able to adapt during a lesson.  I have watched my host teacher give each student a sense of purpose (Assets 39).  Miss R. continually talked each student up in her classroom.  I watched her listen to her student’s dreams and goals.  I hope to be able to establish a learning environment similar to hers, which allows every student to see the sense of purpose in everything we do.  Miss R has a student, K, that wants to constantly be moving, wants to be the class clown, and is extremely unorganized.  Miss R has had conversations with K’s grandma to work on getting the standards for school and home to be inline.  K’s grandma is helpful and wants to help Miss R in anyway she can.  Miss R shows asset 11 in the book What Kids Need to Succeed, Family Boundaries here.  She continues to include the parents and guardians in everything that happens in the classroom.  She told me that she will have parents texting her about her students and she loves having that kind of relationship with them.  I hope and try to have the same type of relationship with my parents.  I might not give the parents my cell phone number, but I will offer them different ways to get ahold of me.  I believe this is the first step in making the students realize the importance of school.  I have learned a lot in this experience.  I believe this experience has helped me learn how to become a better teacher and how to better my learning environment for my students.
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