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Numerous developmental concepts can be applied within the classroom, especially in secondary education where students a preforming enormous leaps in their development. The ultimate goal for utilizing the following series of concepts is to teach three important lessons to these continuously developing students: respect, control, and purpose. Laying this foundation for development will benefit my students beyond my classroom alone. 
To begin, adolescence is a time in which students are truly developing as individuals. This is a time of importance as they move toward adulthood. Gresalfi (2009) addresses the various ways in which an individual can develop. Individual with Context refers to the students acting on their environment as well as the environment making its own contribution. In this model, the individual and the environment push and pull on another; they continuously change in accordance with each other (Gresalfi, 2009). In combination, the article also presents research on the influences of collaborative work, expectations/dispositions, and forcefulness. These three concepts influence the relationship between the students and their environment.
Collaborative work is essentially students working together on a project. The project has guidelines, but it is ultimately up to the students to influence the outcome of the project while achieving the objectives they are given. This is another push and pull concept of development. Through collaboration with others, each student develops themselves and their partners (Gresalfi, 2009). Expectations and dispositions play a role in how the students see the environment that they are placed in. If the expectations are too high and they are not met, the students are likely to be disappointed and more difficult to engage. However, if the expectations are low, they may already possess a negative disposition about being in the environment, which can be equally as difficult. When faced with either of these situations, it may feel like it is necessary to be forceful in order to have success in the classroom. However, forcefulness is a dangerous environment for students’ development. It will often result in a negative individual with context scenario (Gresalfi, 2009). Under too great of pressure, the individual is likely to crumble rather than rise to the occasion. 
Utilizing the concepts presented by Gresalfi can simulate an environment that cultivates learning and development. There are a couple of different theories that address the development of adolescents and these are the Piagetian Process and Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory. In the Piagetian Process, there are a series of phases: schemes, assimilation, accommodation, and equilibrium. Here, Piaget emphasizes that children act as little scientists. The stages are various stages of experimentation. The scheme is the goal set. Assimilation is the initial plan that a child has, with accommodation being the stage where the child adjusts according to the effectiveness of their original strategy. Lastly, equilibrium is the final outcome of the experiment (Piaget, 1976). This process also shows how important it is for learning to occur through trial and error, by interacting interchangeably with the environment.
In Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory, the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) is important to make note of. This zone is an area within a subject that the student is prepared to learn. They often have a basis of independent knowledge and it is important to move towards the ZPD, rather than simply jumping into information that may remain outside of the student’s ZPD (Chaiklin, 2003). Possessing an awareness of this zone within the classroom will ensure that the environment is contributing to student growth and avoiding a sense of being overwhelmed with information that is not closely related enough to students’ independent knowledge. 
The processes of knowledge development and learning that were just discussed are directly tied to how children develop their identities. The diagram for identity utilize by Schwartz and colleagues (2005), includes a cyclical pattern of Exploration, Agency, Avoidance, and Closure/Conformity. This concepts act in a cycle that represents the way in which a child develops their identity according to various exposures. Positive exploration results in agency, and in the best scenario these two push and pull (Schwartz et al., 2005). This is one exploratory tool that helps children locate their identities. Contingent self-esteem is extremely important in influencing this form of development. In this concept, a student’s success is dependent on his or her performance orientation, the pressure felt to succeed. There is a happy medium for this pressure, as there is for exploration (positive and negative). Too much or too little of these influences can drastically alter the outcome of the student’s development. Therefore when attempting to cultivate and nurture the development of my students, I must consider how important it is to trust and respect their ability to seek out self-actualization. Giving my students the opportunity to learn and develop, rather than force-feeding with good intentions. In order to make this opportunistic learning available, I believe that student-designed and driven projects would be an excellent outlet. 
This leads to the ideas of moral development. Students developing as individuals with context and seeking out their identities consume a large portion of their adolescence. During this time, I will play a minute role in their lives. However, it is part of my duty, not only to teach the important of life science, but also to stimulate moral development through my lessons and what little time I am given with these future adults and leaders. 
Narvaez (2005) from the University of Notre Dame writes about the concept of Integrative Ethical Education (IEE). IEE is associated with moral understanding and development. Narvaez begins by expressing that IEE was built with the thought that developing morality was also the development of an expertise. Expertise requires daily practice and experience, voluntarily matured and stimulated (Narvaez, 2005). For this reason, when attempting to develop moral understanding, it is important as teachers to understand that it must be present daily and it cannot be force-fed at the same time.
	IEE is broken down into a series of ethical skills: ethical sensitivity, ethical judgment, ethical focus, and ethical action. Ethic sensitivity is basically recognition of emotional expression and the thoughts of others. Ethical judgment addresses general reasoning and analysis of the situation at hand. Ethical focus refers to an individuals values and position ethically in a given situation. Finally, ethical action is applied to resolving conflict or problems in the given situation. According to Narvaez (2005), it is important to have some level of experience with these skills in order to be a contributing member of society. For this reason, it is important that teachers take this concept of moral development into consideration within the classroom. 
	The second foundational idea discussed by Narvaez (2005) introduces more information that connects education with moral development; “Education is transformative and interactive.” With this statement, the connection to education can be drawn. Children go through a vast amount of development during their school age years. Teachers can ensure that moral development is stimulated through various means in the classroom. Given that teachers spend a very small portion of a child’s development with them, thinking about how they can impact a child the most effectively is important. Combining projects about a subject with some of the specific parts of IEE can be a very efficient way of introducing moral development during the short time that they are given. Teachers do not have the sole power to develop this expertise, but if they take into consideration the ideas of IEE when lesson planning, their students may be one or two steps closer to achieving a mature understanding of ethics and reasoning to be well rounded contributors to society.
	Projects associated with IEE would need to include ethical sensitivity, judgment, focus, and action. When introducing the project, the students must be introduced to what the ethical problem is. From there, they must be given possible stances on the issue and where their own feelings affect their stances. To solidify their ethical understanding, they would need to choose action or no action. Projects that immerse the students in their own community would likely be most appealing to them as learners. If connections are made, they will be on their way to developing into adults with ethical and moral values.
These future well-rounded contributors to society must be supported by society to begin with. As a teacher, it is my duty to plan my life science classroom so that it is a stimulating environment. The best kind of classroom that I believe I could have is one where I enriched my students’ sense of purpose, self-control, and respect. Teachers only spend a short portion of time with a student that does not nearly account for their entire development. However, we can easily contribute even while teaching our primary subject.
In the case of life science and my students’ development as individuals with context. I would design a classroom environment in which they have a specific amount of control over how they learn and what they learn. To elaborate, I would make the primary form of testing my students be through projects. These projects would have guidelines that allow for the use of any medium for completion and to cover one or more specific topics within the weeks that are being tested. This would give my students the ability to influence their project, while the project is still influencing their development in return. An assignment with this type of basis would also enrich the students’ sense of self-control. The students would be able to choose their specific topic of interest and develop a mastery of the topic through their own research and exploration. Through this self-driven learning, I believe the students would take away much more valuable knowledge about life and problem solving. 
Cultivating my students’ identities is a much trickier situation. I believe that respect for one another is an important factor in the development of an individual’s identity. By giving my students that ability to have a “voice” and control over some aspects of the classroom, I believe they will be moved to seek out self-actualization as they learn that I respect who they are and what they believe. Of course, this respect must be mutual in order to maintain stability within the classroom. However, through this, I hope that my students will not feel contingent self-esteem in their relationship with me.
Lastly and most importantly, teachers must try their best to motivate the development of morality. This is what finalizes the cultivation of well-rounded contributors to society. Education must be interactive and immersive. For this portion, I would have one to two projects per semester that involved getting out into the community. For life science, these projects would be based around environmental or ecological issues that the world faces. This could range from deforestation to our limited amount of natural resources. These projects would have my students going out into their neighborhood collecting information for the development of their projects. They would even be grouped to simulate collaboration, a key factor in the individual with context model discussed earlier. 
These various projects and the overall goal atmosphere of my classroom should give my students the opportunity to develop and cultivate themselves through exploration. I believe these three practices, combined with the background knowledge of multiple developmental concepts, would lead my students to the opportunity to become great contributors with a sense of purpose, self-control, and respect. I plan to retain the material that we have discussed this semester to be used in teaching and for other life endeavors. I have set goals for myself to be more understanding of differences between individuals, between my students. I want to ensure that I am teaching them in way that helps each individual to learn in their unique way. I also want to teach them about more than the basics of life science. I want them to leave my class prepared for life and their futures as our next leaders of society.
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