Cassidy Richard                                                              Reflection #6

Unfortunately I don’t have a whole lot of personal experience with the topics of this week’s readings. But in a sense, seeing as I never had any significant interactions with English language learners or special needs students, maybe that simply speaks to the fact that my schooling has been far more separated than it has been inclusive.
	I really liked a lot of the things that Hochschild and Scovronick had to say about the debate between inclusion and separation. At first I’m inclined to think that separation is clearly better because if students can be grouped according to their abilities, the teacher doesn’t have to worry about certain students falling behind or others not feeling challenged. If all of the students in a given class are roughly at the same level of understanding and comprehension, it seems the teacher would be able to devote more of her energy to advancing the knowledge of the class as a whole rather than helping certain students keep up with the material. In addition, I believe the quote from Jeanne Agnus, the director of special education in New York City holds a lot of weight. She says point-blank that “inclusion doesn’t work.” She claims that putting students with special needs into a school where they have to do something unusual makes them feel like outsiders, while if they’re in a school where everyone is doing the same things, nothing that they’re doing can be seen as abnormal, and they valued and understood (pg 139).
	On the other hand, after reading the arguments for an inclusive system, I thought that this system makes a lot of sense too. A main goal of education is to prepare students for the real world, and that world is very inclusive. Once outside the walls of the school, a student no longer needs to be classified according to their standardized test scores, and needs to be able to understand and get along on some level with everyone around him. Being in an inclusive classroom not only gets a special needs student used to the idea that they need to do things a little differently than the average person, but it also gets the average student used to the idea that students with special needs can be just as capable as anyone else. We should keep in mind that one goal of education is to help students learn how to work together in order to be of benefit to society, and in an inclusive classroom, students can practice the kinds of democracy which allow for this goal to be met.
	Finally, both authors spoke about the language difficulties in schools, but since that was Olneck’s primary focus, I’ll focus on his writing as well. One thing that he mentioned is that there’s a common misconception that English language learners, particularly those in the Latino community are opposed to learning English. This is clearly not the case, however, and over the past 20 years, immigrant and linguistic minority groups have placed place the highest priority on the schools facilitating students’ acquisition of English (Olneck, 395). Bilingual education is difficult in part because of the small number of teachers who are not only fluent in two languages, but also proficient enough in her topic to be an effective instructor. I believe it’s important to teach a child at least basic English at an early age so that the rest of his education won’t suffer so greatly because of a language barrier.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Again, I don’t have a lot of first hand experiences with these situations so don’t hold very strong opinions of anything, but I believe that my inexperience is likely due to a lack of inclusion in my schools. Honestly, I can’t say for certain whether I like the way I experienced school or not. I would have certainly been a more well-rounded person if there wasn’t such tracking, but I can’t say how my academic performance may have differed. 
