FINAL ECOLOGY PROJECT

DUE DATE:
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH (first day back after Thanksgiving break)

ACCEPTABLE PRODUCTS:
-Essay						-Poster
-Map						-PowerPoint (with notes on each slide)
-News report/Journal article			-Travel Brochure

DIRECTIONS:
For this final project, you will utilize all of the knowledge you have accumulated over the entire Ecology unit. We started with biomes, which you learned about in 6th/7th grade; we then discussed food webs, chains and pyramids, touching on how energy and matter flow through a system. We learned about carrying capacity within those systems, and how humans and nature can influence them. We learned about important nutrient cycles: carbon, oxygen, nitrogen, photosynthesis and cellular respiration.
	Your goal is to take everything that you have learned and create a product that is representative of that information. Everything should be interconnected- after all, all of these things are related in the real world!
	This project is worth 90 points, which is a significant chunk of your grade! Make sure that you are thorough. If you are unsure, ask questions! This project will be assigned on Friday, November 20th. This means that you will have the weekend (21st and 22nd), two class days (23rd and 24th), and all of Thanksgiving break (25th through 29th) to work on it. That is 10 nights, 9 days. The project is due on Monday, November 30th. The teachers will be checking in with you on Monday and Tuesday (23rd and 24th) to make sure you are on track.
	The rubric that you will be graded against is on the back of this paper.



















FINAL ECOLOGY PROJECT RUBRIC

	
	2
(No Effort)
	4
(Attempted)
	6
(Partial)
	8
(Proficient)
	10
(Sophisticated)

	1) Producers
2) Consumers (Herbivores, Omnivores, Carnivores);
3) Decomposers/
Detritivores
	Has one example in each category, some of which are incorrect
	Has one  correct example in each category
	Has two examples in each category, some of which are incorrect
	Has two correctly placed examples in each category
	Has three or more correct examples in EACH category, and they are all appropriate to the biome

	Abiotic Elements (Sun, Matter Flow, Energy Flow)
	Does not include any of the three
	Has one of the three
	Has two of three, but one is incorrect
	Has all three, but one or two are incorrect
	Has all three and they are correct

	1) Carrying Capacity
2) Human activities and natural phenomena
(worth double the points)
	Scenario is not real/does not exist, and carrying capacity is not addressed
	Either carrying capacity or human activities / natural phenomena are addressed, but not both
	Both subjects are broached, although somewhat incorrectly
	Carrying capacity and human activities / natural phenomena are addressed
	Both topics are addressed thoroughly, citing real life examples and concrete evidence, using logic and reasoning to explain the scenario

	Carbon, Oxygen, AND Nitrogen Cycles
(worth triple the points)
	Only mentions one or two of the cycles; does not represent them in any way
	Represents only one of the cycles, and it is only partially correct
	Depicts two of the cycles, one of which is incorrect
	Depicts all three cycles, though some parts are incorrect
	Depicts all three cycles correctly and clearly

	Photosynthesis AND Cellular Respiration
(worth double the points)
	Only mentions one or both of the cycles; does not represent them in any way
	Represents only one of the cycles, and it is only partially correct
	Depicts two of the cycles, one of which is incorrect
	Depicts both cycles accurately
	Depicts both cycles correctly, shows how they are related, and provides more than just the basic information
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2		4		6		8		10
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Carbon, Oxygen, AND Nitrogen Cycles (worth triple the points)
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