LAMP Lesson Plan 1
Overview


This lesson serves as the beginning of a five week long Project-Based Learning unit covering 8th grade science standards 8.2.6, 8.2.7, and 8.2.8. This first lesson is a crash course in how humans have impacted the planet throughout our history as a species, from roughly the time we migrated out of Africa until the present. Videos from Big History Project’s website will be used to demonstrate these concepts, focusing on their units six through nine. After each video, the class will summarize main ideas and the teacher will clarify concepts. This will all occur after taking the LAMP Pre Test.
Objectives

-Students will be able to correlate the history of humans (migration, agriculture, cities, etc.) with the changing environment over time

-Students will be able to compile evidence of how humans impacted the environment over time

-Students will be able to list at least 3 ways that humans currently impact the environment, and 3 ways they impacted it in the past

(8.2.8)

Co-Teaching Strategy

One Teach, One Observe (Kiser teaching, Raper observing)
Procedures
Students will take a LAMP pre-test the day prior or the day of.
(This activity happened on a block schedule = 100 minute classes)

Minute 0-6: Students will free-write every and any idea they can think of about how humans 


impact the environment (positively and negatively)

Minutes 6-8: The teacher and students will list a few items and discuss them. They are then told 


to take notes on the main ideas of each video (what they feel is important)
Minutes 8-15: Watch “Migrations and Technological Creativity”
Minutes 15-17: Discuss main ideas and concepts

Minutes 17-29: Watch “Why Was Agriculture So Important?”

Minutes 29-31: Discuss main ideas and concepts

Minutes 31-43: Watch “Where and Why Did the First Cities and States Appear?”

Minutes 43-45: Discuss main ideas and concepts

Minutes 45-59: Watch “Migrations and Intensification”

Minutes 59-61: Discuss main ideas and concepts

Minutes 61-65: Short break; play music; walk around classroom; have lollipops; rejuvenate

Minutes 65-70: Watch “Why Did Civilization Expand?”

Minutes 70-72: Discuss main ideas and concepts

Minutes 72-76: Watch “The Modern Revolution”

Minutes 76-78: Discuss main ideas and concepts

Minutes 78-90: Watch “The Industrial Revolution”

Minutes 90-92: Discuss main ideas and concepts

Minutes 92-93: Concluding summary statements from teacher

Minutes 93-100: students will write a reflection as an exit ticket. They are prompted to look back 

at their initial list; what did they guess correctly? What new things did they learn? 

What surprised them?
Resources/Materials

“Big History Project” (bighistoryproject.com)

Unit 6- Early Humans

https://school.bighistoryproject.com/pages/console/?clientkey=55310#units/{D17B1D80-818F-4661-8FCA-4A5140BE73D5}

-Migrations and Technological Creativity
Unit 7- Agriculture and Civilization

https://school.bighistoryproject.com/pages/console/#units/{FF731660-7DED-43E1-9D12-C7F4D8D3C95C}

-Why Was Agriculture So Important?
-Where and Why Did the First Cities and States Appear?
-Migrations and Intensification: Crash Course
Unit 8- Expansion and Interconnection

https://school.bighistoryproject.com/pages/console/#units/{44BBB47C-E5E9-488E-B894-E7A0AE7E3B87}

-Why Did Civilization Expand?
Unit 9- Acceleration

https://school.bighistoryproject.com/pages/console/#units/{D531E3B2-891F-4F24-85D0-48BD519D5464}

-Threshold 8: The Modern Revolution
-Crash Course: The Industrial Revolution
Assessment/Evaluation

I will assess prior knowledge with the warm-up free-write. For every warm-up, I walk around and check their answers and record Dojo points if they completed the warm-up. I can then ask them to share with the class to prompt further participation. After each video, I assess their participation and retention by having them share their main points that they wrote down. Finally, I assess what they took away from the lesson by the exit ticket that they hand in at the end. I collected their notes and exit ticket as a means of grading for participation and effort to make sure they were paying attention and absorbing information. They were given points based on if they had notes for each video. Several bullets for each video earned full credit; any missing videos would cause a loss of points.
