Anderson High School
Biology 101 with Mr. Lantz
765-641-2037 Ext. 222 / alantz@acsc.net

Welcome to my Biology 101 course at Anderson High School! I am looking forward for another exciting year of exploring biology – the study of LIFE.  Throughout this course, you will deepen your understanding of the creatures around us, better appreciate the marvels of the human body, and explore the intricate processes of life. With this knowledge, you, as a natural steward, will be able develop informed opinions on present biological, ecological, and environmental matters.

Course Description 
Students will investigate biological systems at the molecular, cellular, and organismal level. They will investigate the biochemical processes that make life possible, how genetics and traits are passed from parents to offspring, and how organisms interact at the ecosystem level.  Hands-on laboratory exercises are an important element in this course.  They will be used to further enhance our units in cellular biology, genetics, DNA technology, evolution, and ecology. Within these units, reading, projects, and other supplemental activities will be required.

Learning Resources
This course is heavily dependent on the Learning Management System CANVAS. Students will use CANVAS to access the online textbook readings, activities, grades, and other resources within each unit.  Our course is fully dependent on the online textbook, so reading and textbook based activities are often completed using class time.

Classroom Policies
· Students will COOPERATE with the teacher and fellow students during class time.
· Students will be RESPECTFUL to the teacher, fellow students, and school property.
· Students will be ATTENTIVE and observant during class time.
· Students will arrive to class PREPARED and with appropriate materials each class period.

Discipline Policy
At the high school level, I expect all students to understand how to behave in the classroom.  If discipline measures need to be implemented, though, they will proceed as follows:
· Nonverbal warning (eye contact, proximity)
· Verbal warning
· Conversation with teacher
· Teacher contact with parent or guardian about the reoccurring behavior
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Referral to the Dean

Attendance Policy
Students are expected to be in the door and preparing for the class period before the bell rings. If a student is tardy 3 times (renews each 9 weeks), a referral to the Dean will be given.

Grade Calculations and PoliciesGrading Scale
· A  90-100
· B  80-89
· C  70-79
· D  60-60
· F  59 and Below


Assignment Weights
· Attendance/Participation – 10%
· Quizzes – 15%
· Homework/Classwork – 20%
· Labs/Projects – 25%
· Unit Tests – 30%
Late Work
Activities must be completed the day they are due for an opportunity at full credit.  For each day after the original due date, 20% will be deducted. For example, the highest possible grade for a paper turned in one day late is an 80%. 

Absent Work
Because much of our class is CANVAS based, daily schedules and work can be accessed from home if a student is absent. If there are activities completed on paper in class, extra copies can be found in the absent folder in the front of the classroom upon return. If absent, students will still be granted extra time (1 day if absent for 1 day, 2 days if absent for 2 days..etc.) to turn in work for full credit. 

Cheating/Plagiarism
Cheating will not be tolerated in my classroom.  If you are caught cheating, it is an automatic zero on the assignment.  If you are caught cheating a second time, you will be referred to the Dean.  Plagiarism is also not allowed on any assignment; however, it can be avoided with proper citation.  If you use text that is not your work, quotations and proper citations must be utilized. 
Lab Safety Rules
· Proper dress is required for lab activities.  This includes tying long hair back, loose clothing and jewelry removed, and close toed shoes worn.
· Food, drink, and gum is prohibited during lab activities.
· Safety goggles are to be worn while using glassware, chemicals, performing dissections, and as directed.
· Work areas are to be clean and tidy to reduce the risk of accidents.
· Broken glassware is to be disposed of properly in the broken glassware container.



Mr. Alex Lantz
Anderson High School
Biology 101/ Fall 2017

Dear Parent(s) or Guardian(s),

I am looking forward to having your student in Biology class in the fall of 2017. We have a great year planned filled with interesting topics and activities.  I want it to be known, though, that Biology class contains many activities that are potentially hazardous. Safety in the laboratory is our number one priority. The biology laboratory is a safe place if students are careful and follow directions.  Students are responsible for their own safety and that of their classmates and must follow the rules and lab instructions always.  Because of this, your student will not be able to participate in lab activities until this document is reviewed, signed, and returned.

I would also suggest that you review the grading, late work, and absentee policies. I will review with these policies with the students in class, but if there is ever any disagreement among grading and late work I will refer to this document. Once again, I look forward to having a great year with your student!  If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at ajlantz@acsc.net.

Student Allergies
Please disclose any known allergies/health concerns here:



Parent Name
Student Name



I, ____________________ and _____________________ have read and 
understand the above safety and policy contract.


__________________  __________  __________________ _________       Student Signature                        Date                Parent/Guardian Signature          Date

