Olivia Cassell
Learning Experience

I. Unit Description: Economics 
A. Name: Wants and Needs
B. Grade Level: 1st 
C. Brief description of lesson (a paragraph): 
1. Objective: Students will be able list three items that are wants and three items needs for students, teacher, and pets.
2. Description: In this lesson the teacher will begin by posing a question “What do you want from the grocery store?” have students name items they want and write them on the board. At the end ask “Do we need any of these items to survive?” Begin the discussion of the difference between wants and needs then re-ask the grocery store question but change the wording: “What items can we get from the store that we may need?” and write the responses on the board. Make sure to ask students why the item they mentioned is a need not a want. The next day, make a chart on the board. One side says Needs and the other says Wants. Have a student come up one at a time and write down a want or a need on the board. Then have a class discussion at the end about why certain items are in certain columns. This concept will again be assessed in the post unit exam in a couple circle-all-that-apply questions. 

II. Connections to Constructivism:
1. People want their experiences to make sense
· Students want to be able to understand what they are taught. In order to do this as a teacher we can give them a situation that does not make sense.
· In my lesson students will be asked what they would want from the grocery store. Here they will name all the items they may wish. Later they will have to separate them into two categories (wants and needs). Ask them the question “Do we need any of these items to survive?” this will make them confused and try to make sense of the question because as first graders they believe they do need food but later they will learn certain kinds of foods we need more of than others and that the others are wants instead. 
2. To make sense, learners construct knowledge
· Students want to be able to understand what they are taught. When they learn the build upon their schema and make sense what they are learning to better understand. 
· In my lesson students will explained the difference between wants and needs and be given multiple examples of what a want is and what a need is. They can use the information taught to construct their own understanding. The next day there is an activity where they each get to write an item on the board in the correct column (want/need). This will show their understanding of the topic. 
3. Knowledge connects to what they already know
· When students learn they build upon their schema and add new content to existing schema. Teachers need to help students bridge the new knowledge to previous content taught to connect ideas.
· In this lesson students get to re-think about the question from the day prior of “What do you want from the grocery store?” and then give examples from the store that are either a want or a need. They will be able to mention the item, whether it is a want or a need, and how they know it is. This connection allows the students to be able to relate this topic to the original lesson taught the previous day (build their schema). 
4. Learning and development depend on experience
· For students to be able to understand the content they need to have the opportunity to experience the material, whether that is by going on a field trip or using manipulatives. 
· In this lesson as a teacher I can ask the principle if we could take a small trip to a grocery store. Have the students have clip boards and walk about the store writing down the items they see that are more wants and are more needs. Once back at school have a class discussion about items found and create an anchor chart. This will allow students a hands-on experience that will build upon the previous day’s lessons. 
5. Social interaction facilitates learning
· Teachers need to give children opportunities to work together groups to discuss and work together to build their understanding. In groups children can view various perspectives other than their own. Ways this can be done is think, pair, share or jigsaw puzzles. 
· As a teacher after the field trip have students can talk in small groups about which items they found and create their own anchor charts of the wants and needs. They will be able to compare items and see if there are any similarities between what everyone wrote down. Then once completed their can be a class discussion to see if there are similarities and differences among the groups as well. Students will be able to add their input in and feel like they belong in the discussion. 

B. Misconceptions:
· What misconceptions might your students already have about this topic? 
· Students may have social influences and prior experiences that may cause misconceptions. Some students may come from wealthy homes while others come from low socioeconomic statuses and may suffer. Another misconception is that after our initial discussion the students may believe that there are a few needs but in reality there are certain foods people need because of their nutrients. 
· How do you think they developed those misconceptions? 
· Students may have differing opinions as to what are needs and wants from the grocery store because of their family’s income. That is why having students talk in groups can help because they can hear many perspectives and opinions.
· Children often hear the initial needs to survive and do not realize that there are vitamins and minerals their body should be getting to get strong. 
· How will you address these misconceptions in your lesson? How will you change your students’ conception of this topic? 
· I will make sure they understand that not all families come from the same place and other may not have money. While one child may really want a cake another child may really want water. Getting children to see from other perspectives is very important in classrooms. 
· At the store I may go around and look at ingredients in certain foods and ask students to look for any vitamins mentioned and see if the item may be good for you to eat. Examples: fruits, fruit or veggie juices, vegetables, milk, yogurts, etc. 
III. Situated Cognition: How will you ensure that their learning is transferable to different contexts? 
· Situated cognition is when learning occurs and then cannot be separated from its initial context.
· An example for situational cognition from this activity is that there can be a later discussion in the economic unit about wants and needs and the students may only associate wants and needs with food from the grocery store and may struggle to understand how they relate to other subjects. 
IV. Connections to Information Processing:
· Information will be better obtained when the students are engaged in producing information, rather than just being presented with it. This will be used when the students go to the grocery store and can make their own lists based on the items they encounter. 
· Information will be better obtained when the information is presented in more than one format. This will be seen in the initial presentation, the field trip, and small and large group discussions based on findings. Then the information is presented in multiple formats the students will be more likely to remember the material for future lessons. 
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