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Firsk Grade

You have brains in your head. You
have feet in your shoes. You can
steer yourself any direction you
choose. —Dr. Seuss
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Theorist

The first theorist I identify with is Jacob Kounin. His
main idea is with-it-ness. With-it-ness is being
aware of all aspects of the classroom at all times.
Kounin believes that you should be able to attend to
multiple events in your classroom at the same time.
I identify with Kounin so strongly because I believe
being able to be aware of the whole class at all
times is an extremely important quality of a
teacher. Knowing how to have that awareness is an
important step in being proactive with potential
misbehaviors. Another important idea of Kounins i
group alerting. Getting all students attentio

before giving directions. This is very

important for pacing your classroom
instruction. This is one reason I have
decided to use the attention getters that are ¢
all and response. I know that I have

their attention before moving on.




The second Theorist I identify with is Fred
Jones. His main idea is to develop strong and
effective classroom management. One technique
that I strongly agree with is “"Working the
crowd”. With working the crowd the teacher
needs to have easy and fast access to every
part of the room and to every student. I have
set up my classroom in sets of two in rows. This
way I have a walk way on either side of the
students as well as in front and behind them.
The same goes for the locations of my computer
tables and worktable. I also really identify with
his Visual Instruction Plans. This idea is to

give them visual steps instead of just

verbal. This helps in a few different

ways. Some students are visual learners

so it helps to see it and hear it. Another

way it helps is for students that forget the
next step, they don’t have to wait

for me to help them, they can see

the next step for themselves.
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am SO excited to have you joiv MCGREWVILLE this year/ |
cawot wait to Meet you ox our {irstday of school. You cay
fivd MCGREWNTLLE iv Room |23, Look for me | will be

weario,a hat that looks like this —>
So agt ready for a FUN1astic year/ f
-~

Front of postcard
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S Dear Parents/Guardians,

My name is Megan McGrew and I will be
your child’s 1°" grade teacher this year. I am
very excited to get to work with you and your
child during this school year.

I am from Summerville, South Carolina but
moved to Anderson, Indiana with my husband to
be near family in 2011. I graduated Ivy Tech
Community College an Associate’s Degree in Early
Childhood Education and Ball State University
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary
Education.

I love reading and the adventures books take

adventures through the Magic
Treehouse Books by Mary

Pope Osborne. We will explore >
the jungle, the moon, and even
a trip to the Titanic!




=

B

f'r*;.’/\' Another exciting plan I have for this
year is learning about the life cycle of butterflies.
We will be starting with caterpillars and watching
them grow into beautiful butterflies. We are also
working on a field trip to Mounds State Park, in
Anderson, where we can hopefully release our
butterflies back into nature. I will send dates home
as soon as they are confirmed.

I want to touch briefly on my discipline plan for
my classroom. We will use “I caught you” tickets.
These are for good behaviors that I catch in class,
whether it be, being on task or being a good helper.
They can turn in these tickets for prizes such as
pencils, easers or similar items. When they earn
enough they can trade themin /" 3¢
for computer time during free The |
time. I will also be using a clip ‘;?"f/
chart for behavior. They have the ¢
opportunity for clip up for good
behavior or down for bad

behavior.
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*t_‘ . All of these are outline more in the brochure

atfdched with this letter. If you have any questions don’t be
afraid to ask.

There are a few important dates I want to make sure
you have:

July 31° Meet the Teacher night
August 3™ First Day of School
September 7" Labor Day (no school)
October 5™M-16™ Fall Break (no school)
November 25™-27" Thanksgiving Break (no school)
Dec. 21°'- Jan. 1 Winter Break (no School)
January 4™ Students return.

At Meet the Teacher night, I will have index cards on their
desk. I am asking you to write two words that describe your
child. If you can’t make it on 7/31 you

can email me at mmcgrew@bsu.edu ork/ -,
call me 765-123-4567 to give me .‘ T\’\Q
your words.

I look forward to meeting you!

Sincerely,

Megan McGrew
1°' grade
Room 123
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First day of school bellwork *

My birthday is:

My favorite cartoon is:

[ like to eat:

sisters
and

brothers

My favorite animal is:

[ want to be
when [ grow up

[ like to be called:

Color the hat when you finish



See MYachment




Classroom Procedures

Arrival:
Walk ivto classroom quietly.
Take all supplies out of backpack, ad put
backpacks ivto assioyed cubly.
Put homework ivto the homework basket and
{folders ivthe {olders basket.
Move your yame oxthe luich couvt board, axd
they pick up bellwork.
Work quietly umtil success.

LI VU ST

I you are Tardy:
Walk ivto classroom quietly
Place fardy slip ivto My mailboyx
UN\E\?;‘( backpack axd put it ivto assioyed
cubly.
Place homework iv homework basket axd
folder ivthe baskef.
Sit quietly avd start workivg, oy the assigyed

work.
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. Whewyou come back o school, put folder back
ifo the {older basket as vormal.

2. 1 will place Missed work ivto your folder for you
Yo complete.

3. Turviv completed Makeup work ivto the
homework basket.

Take homework out of your folder.

Make sure your vame axd yumber are writtey at
fhe top of your homework.

Place homework iy the correct subject basket.
Retury to your desks quietly.

W P

. Take Missino, homework vote home for parewt
sigyature.

2. You have ove day 1o fury i late homework. X it is

vot furved i the vest day ay incomplete will be

added 1o the oyade book.

3. You will complete the Missivo, homework durivo,

{ree fime and receive credit for the homework.

W W
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'i M"rerrhou Ge'\‘\'ers
| IvClass: Studerts will be favojrt these attevtion
- oetfers.
| Studewts will be tavat a yumber of call ad

respovses.

Teacher: Hey class

Studewts: Oh yes.

Teacher: Classity Class Class
Students: Yessity Yes Yes.
Teacher: Macaroyi cheese

Gtudewt: Everybody {reeze
ad so ov uptil | have their atteitiow
L. Whew | clap a rhythu, Misic My rhythm. S
o Stop what you are doirg,
o Eyes ovme
3. | will also use a verbal cve, Hayd avd Eyes. Students
will {reeze hards ivtheir laps or by their sides, avd

eyes oy Me.

vthe Ha“:
. Vwill raise My had, avd say ajve me five.
2. The studerts will also raise their had, {reeze, keep
hads still, listex, eyes oxthe feacher, avd oet quiet.

**The Class~Yes respovse ayd haxds ayd eyes were adapted from Chris Biffle ad his
whole braivteachivo fechviaves.

HRIEERAEN




I{ we have a visitor:

. Twillivform you if we are apivg, to have a visitor,
but | May vot always kvow.

. favisttor evfers the room, stay seated ad
comtivve o work quietly, urless told otherwise.

. K the visitor is just ivthe classroom to watch us
work, 4ry Yo pretend he/she isvt there.

. 1§ we are ivteractivo, with the visitor, gjve them
they same respect you ajve me.

. K visttor veeds My attevtion, keep workivo or oet
out your opod {it book and red.

Gettivo, the feachers attertion:
RGS‘\'fooM

. K you veed o use the restroom durivg instruction
raise hayd ayd hold up 2 fivaers.

. Twill vod if you cay %o, or gjve you a oye—Mivte
sioy fellivg, you that you veed to wait.

. 181 vod, Move your vame {rom ivclass, 1o iv
restroom.

. Be sure o Move it back whey you reevter the
class.
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Teacher’s atfevtion comt.
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Materials:

. 1§ your pexcil breaks, you do ot veed
perMissionfo swap it out at the pexcil
statiov. Place your dull pexcil ivthe dull
basket; arab a sharpeved percil avd retury
%o work.

2. Ofther Materials that are votivyour desk
raise had axd wait for Me 1o gjve you
permission fo get out of your seat.

N NN \

Questions:
. 1§ you have a questioy raise your haxd.
2. 1K1 am helpivg, avother student | will vod or
hold up ove {ivaer so you kvow | saw you.
3. Cortivve workivo,quietly ov other problens
uvhil | caw come fo your desk.
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Whey you {ivish the assiopmenrt you have ' choices:
' Work ov uiivished work

.

2. Getoutyour gped {it book axd read quietly
3. Write iv your writiva jounyal

. Practice iv your haydwritivg, book.

‘ . Durivg, restroom breaks we will walk 1o the
restroom fooether.

2. Girls will use the restroom, axd boys will oet '

water at the fouvtaiv. Thev switch, boys use
the restroom, axd %ir‘s oet wadter.
' 3. Boys awd gjrls will stay iv live waitivo, their

fury quietly.

'f. Whey Sivished sit like a pretze| with backs
ag@ivst the wall, avd remaiy at level 0.

5. When everyone is fivished | will say, stavd
fall, all boys awd gjrls will stand up axd gt

t ready Yo walk ivthe hall.
- W W
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Goino, Yo the restroom: Ivdividval
Give the restroom sigyal, hold up two {ivoers.
. 1will vod for permission, or | will hold up ore
fivoer fellivg, you to wait.
. 1K1 gjve permission, Move your vame Srom i
class, 1o iv restroom oy restroom chart.
Remember to Move your vame back 1o iv class
whey you refury.

== W PP

Livivo, up:
. Twill call fables by aroup color. i.e. My
{rievds at the blue table live up.
Push iy chairs before liviv,up.
They will live up by oyoup, except at luxch
where they will live up iv ABC order.
Oice all tables are lived up, uy weekly live
leader will come fo the frowt.
I will sioyal for them to start walkivo,axd
they will stop periodically at desioyated
stops.

EIEEEEE
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Hallway procedures.

. Students should be at a level 0 ivthe halls ad
hawds 1o their sides while walkiva, ivthe
hallways.

. Walkivo, {eet are used at all fives ivthe halls.

Disuissal

. Wait for me fo call your fable 1o ot your
backpack, | will pass out folders.

. After you have your backpack, stop at your
mailbox, ayd they ap back to your seat.

. Put papers from your Mailboy into your folder
they pack up your backpack.

. Ohce packed up put your chair ovfop of you
desk.

. Stad quietly axd wait for me fo call your fable
Yo live up i bus order.

. We will walk as a class to ot onthe bus, ayd
stop at the stoppig, points.
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Rullyivg, Procedure

I you are beivg, bullied:

. Tell the person o stop.

2. Separate yourseR ‘\‘rom Yhe persow, ad

avoid contact.

3. K they comtivue the behavior tell me or

ayother adult.

't. { the persov is physical (hits/kicks/etc.)

come fo Me immediately.

5. Remenber you cay a\ways come Yo ayy

feacher i{ you {eel you are beivg, bullied. Mever

ke afraid to speak vp.
K you see SOMeoNe %e-thrg\ou“led

. I{you see the sitvatior is physical aetay
aduH imvediately.

if vot physical
2. Help the person beivo, bullied aet away Qrom
the sttvatiow.
3. Be a {rievd ayd a 9pod example for howto
freat others.
't. Mever be afraid o speak ub {or others

/I/I/I/I/I/I/
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l docuMeytatioy of behavior sevt hoMe, so parewts are

(A (i [
Rullyivo, Procedure Cont.

| I +he bullyiva is physical, the school
aduiristratiow will hawdle punishmendt.

2. I{4here is a complaint of bullyivg, by avother
student a meetivg will fake place.

a. First with the quidawce counselor ayd me fo
fioure out why the bullyivg is occurrivo,
**(Documertatio of incidewt will be kept)

b. We will also have a sit dowy with all studerts
involved to try and resolve the problems.

c. Parests will be yotified of awy bullyive,
behavior.

***All studerts involved whether the student beivo,
bullied, or the studewt doivo, the bullyivo,will et a

aware of sttvatiow.




Documentation of Behavior

Student Name: Date:

What happened?

Students Involved:

Teachers/Administrators response?

Family contacted? Yes/No (circle one) How:

Comments:

Teacher Signature

Dear Parent,

, was involved in student conflict situation. I am
sending home this note to make you aware that a situation has occurred. We
would like to schedule a conference within the next week to go over exactly
what occurred. If you cannot meet in person, we can have a phone conference
but it is important that we address the situation. Please list a date and time we
can talk, sign and send back to school. Feel free to call me 765-123-4567

Date/Time
(Note: If this incident was physical administration is already involved and you
should have already been notified)

Parent Signature Date
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Bullying Pledge
I will not bully others!
I will speak up if I see someone being
bullied!
I will be a friend to everyone!
I will set a good example on how
to treat others!

I will always report
not participate!

Student Signature




classroom in two ways. I will
have 3 rules that I set for my
students, and then we will create 2
additional rules called “Our Golden
Rules”. These two rules will be rules
that my students feel are important. -

Classroom rules -
1. Follow directions quickly

2. Raise your hand for permission to
speak

3. Raise your hand for permission to
leave your seat




Students that show good behavior will have
the chance to earn rewards. My reward system
is to reinforce positive behavior I see in the
classroom. Rewards can include:

Verbal praise
Notes to parents
“I caught you” tickets

*These can be traded for prizes: Pencils,
erasers, stickers etc.
After 10 tickets are collected they can be
traded for computer time during free time.

Also if students are caught on
pink/purple/blue on the clip chart (talked

about in the consquences section) at the end
of the day, they can earn an "I caught you
ticket.
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Examples of “I caught you” tickets.

by
6
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In my classroom, we will use a behavior clip chart. Each student will
have a clip with his or her name on it that starts on green “ready to
learn”. Through out the day they can clip up for good behavior or
down for bad behavior. As a teacher that wants to promote positive
behaviors in my classroom, I will always look for reasons for them to
clip up. If they clip down, I would prefer to see them end up on
green or above before the end of the day. The point of the clip
chart is so the students can reflect on their own behavior for the
day.

The clip chart is a visual way for me to display my discipline
hierarchy. Each student will be give one warning before they are to
clip down. When they clip down to yellow, they will take break. This
could be a break in a buddy room, or just a cool down in the
classroom. If the student clips down to orange, it is teacher’s choice
(depending on the behavior) or loss of privilege. At the end of the
day, being on orange will result in the student filling out an action
plan. If the student is on red, we will have a conference with
parents/guardians (phone or in person)

At the end of the day students will fill out their behavior charts.
They will color in the smiley with the color they ended on for the
day. I will mark on the chart why they clipped down during the day,
and it goes home in their folders for parents to sign.

Parents will all get a copy of the rules and consquences in the
brochure attached with their parent letter.

Clip chart adapted from pinterest.
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Action Plan
What is the problem??

What is causing the problem?

What will you do to solve the problem??

Teacher Signature
Student Signature
Parent Signature
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Student Accountability Statement:

I have been read and understand the expectations Mrs.
McGrew has for her classroom. By signing this I am
agreeing to follow the rules Mrs. McGrew has set and
understand that if I break a rule there will be
consquences. I understand that the rules and consquences
are in the best interest of my learning.

Student Signature Date

Parent Accountability Statement:

I have read and understand the expectations Mrs. McGrew
had for my child in her classroom. I understand that if my
child does not follow the rules Mrs. McGrew has set there
will be appropriate consquences. I understand the rules
and consquences are in the best interest of my child’s
learning. I agree to communicate concerns I may have with
Mrs. McGrew.

Parent Signature Date




etin board

uy
=

b

- C

gﬂ 33
-
e

5 &

L)

}.094 —

o C
O o
O3]
-
—
(7))

Aail boxes

/) S

Student
Table

lStudent\ Student
Table Table

Counter
space

i |Student\ |Student\
Table Table
@)

Student

Table

ROuUNC
Work table

Storage

Teacher L
Desk
Door

Shelves

Shelves

yLL

Cubbies

Attendance/
lunch count

Homework
Tray

Reading
Carpet Meeting carpet

| —
Square R@

Each student’s name will be on a nametag on his or
her desk. After I greet them at the door, they will
be instructed to find their name on their desk. If

they attend Meet the Teacher night then they will

already know where their desk is, as I will already
have their nametags on their desks.

' Seating arrangement method ’
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Key Areas

/
Seating: ’
7

-1 set up my seating arrangement in a
row/column set up. I also paired them in twos so the
have a partner when needed. When this set up I have
access to every side of their desks when I need t

Teacher desk:
-I placed my teacher desk in the corner away for
all the major areas in the room. My desk is for me to

work but a spot for me to sit during instruction time. ‘

Meeting Carpet:

- This is an area that we will do calendar, morning
meetings, and other instruction to get students
out of their seats.

Kidney table:
-I placed my kidney table in the back of the room

have less distractions but I can see my whole class.

N\ NN NN AN ANANN NN NN\
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so during small groups, guided reading, etc. the students ’
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Reading carpet:

-I wanted to give my students a quiet place for my
students to read. All students will get a chance to read
on the carpet during the week.

Cubbies/homework/lunch count:

-These were placed out of the way so when
students are tardy they can cone put their items away
with the least amount of distractions.
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